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Thirty years of EBECThe 16th European Bioenergetics Conference held in Warsaw (Poland) on 17–22 July 2010 marks the thirtieth anniversary of EBECs. The
1st EBEC was held in Sogesta Conference Center close to the historic town of Urbino (Italy) in 1980. In fact, the idea to organize regular
European conferences on bioenergetics was raised two years before, during the FEBS Meeting in Dresden in July 1978. Leading researchers in
this ﬁeld from different European counties, East and West, took an important resolution to hold the European Bioenergetics Conference every
second year, alternating with the American Gordon Conferences on bioenergetics. These meetings would rotate among various European
countries and it was decided to invite the Italian Bioenergetics Group to organize the ﬁrst one in their country. This choice was based on the
fact that the Italian colleagues had already an experience in organizing bioenergetics conferences exempliﬁed by the Bari meetings initiated by
Ernesto Quagliariello in 1965 and continued by him and his co-workers thereafter. However, the idea of EBEC would not materialize without
the determination and efforts of Lars Ernster (University of Stockholm, Sweden), and the great success of the ﬁrst Conference in Urbino would
not be the same without the enthusiasm and devotion of Assunta Baccarini Melandri of the University in Bologna (Italy), the two outstanding
scientists who are, regrettably, no longer among us.
The 1st EBEC in Urbino (Fig. 1), attended by about 200 researchers, showed how important and inﬂuential such gathering could be and paved
the way for the forthcomingmeetings of this series (Table 1). Their size soon doubled and eventually reached a plateau of about 500 participants.
The present Conference includes 20 plenary lectures, among them the Peter Mitchell Lecture and three Special Evening Lectures, plus over 80
symposium lectures organised around the following 18 sessions, some of them running in parallel: (1) respiratory chain and photosystems, (2)
ATP synthase / ATPase, (3) membrane transporters, (4) mitochondrial medicine, (5) mitochondrial reactive oxygen species and ageing, (6)
voltage-dependent anion channel, (7) mitochondrial proteomics, (8) mitochondria in neurodegeneration, (9) mitochondria as a therapeutic
target, (10) uncoupling proteins, (11) terminal oxidases, (12) mitochondrial genome expression, (13) biogenesis, (14) bioenergetics of
Prokaryotes, (15) cell physiology, apoptosis and mitochondrial signalling, (16) mitochondrial ion channels, (17) systems bioenergetics and (18)
mitochondrial structure and dynamics. The Conference also includes 287 posters, some of them promoted to short oral presentations. The
present Issue contains 87 review and experimental papers based on plenary, special evening and parallel session lectures. It thus presents a broad
overview of today's bioenergetics.
We want to welcome you to the Warsaw EBEC 2010 and wish you an exciting scientiﬁc experience and a pleasant stay in Poland's
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doi:10.1016/j.bbabio.2010.Lech Wojtczak is Professor Emeritus at the Nencki Institute of Experimental Biology (Warsaw, Poland). He studied biology and chemistry at the
University of Łódź (Poland) and obtained his PhD in biochemistry in 1954 on his studies on respiratory enzymes in insects during
metamorphosis. Still as a student he became associated with the Nencki Institute where he passed all further steps of the scientiﬁc career. He
was appointed Associate Professor (Docent) in 1957 and full Professor in 1967. Dr. Wojtczak worked as postdoc in the laboratories of B.C. Slater
at the University of Amsterdam (The Netherlands) and Albert L. Lehninger at the Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore (MD, U.S.A.). He also
closely collaborated with Lars Ernster at the University of Stockholm (Sweden). He was one of the ﬁrst to demonstrate the uncoupling action of
fatty acids on oxidative phosphorylation in insect and mammalian mitochondria. Later on he worked on various aspects of mitochondrial
metabolism, including metabolite carriers and the effect of fatty acids and acyl-CoA thereupon, phospholipid synthesis and transport, formation
and dissipation of the mitochondrial membrane potential and its energy-storage capacity, and control of mitochondrial respiration. He also
studied the effect of the surface potential of biological membranes on their transporting activities and enzyme kinetics. Presently, he is involved
in studies on the effect of fatty acids on intact cells, in particular in relation to apoptosis and generation of reactive oxygen species. Professor
Wojtczak was elected corresponding member (1971) and full member (1989) of the Polish Academy of Sciences. He served as member of
Editorial Boards of European Journal of Biochemistry and Biochimica et Biophysica Acta. He is also Chairman of the Advisory Editorial Board of
Acta Biochimica Polonica.atter © 2010 Published by Elsevier B.V.
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Table 1
The EBECs over 30 years: w
EBEC No. Year
1st 1980
2nd 1982
3rd 1984
4th 1986
5th 1988
6th 1990
7th 1992
8th 1994
9th 1996
10th 1998
11th 2000
12th 2002
13th 2004
14th 2006
15th 2008
16th 2010
578 PrefaceKrzysztof Zabłocki is Associate Professor at the Nencki Institute of Experimental Biology (Warsaw, Poland) and head of the Laboratory of Cellular
Metabolism. He studied biology at the University of Warsaw (Poland) and after graduating in 1979 he was appointed research assistant in the Institute
of Biochemistry, Faculty of Biology at the Warsaw University where, in 1988, he obtained his PhD degree in biochemistry on his studies on the
regulation of gluconeogenesis in renal cortex. In 1989–1991 he was a postdoc in the Laboratory of Kidney and Electrolyte Metabolism, National Heart,
Lung and Blood Institute (Bethesda, USA) where he participated in studies on biochemical mechanism responsible for the adaptation of kidney cells to
high osmolality. After returning to Poland and ﬁnishing his studies on osmoregulation in kidney cells he joined Professor Duszyński's group at the
Nencki Institute and started working on the role of mitochondria in regulation of store-operated calcium entry into electrically non-excitable cells. At
the Nencki Institute he was appointed Assistant Professor (1995) and in 2005 he became a group leader and Associate Professor (Docent). His present
scientiﬁc interest is focused on: (i) aberrant calcium homeostasis in muscle cells with mutated dystrophin gene and (ii) mitochondria as a possible
target in prevention of insulin resistance. Dr. Zabłocki is a member of the editorial board of “Postępy Biochemii” (Advances in Biochemistry) published
by the Polish Biochemical Society.Lech Wojtczak and Krzysztof Zabłocki
Guest Editors
Nencki Institute of Experimental Biology, Warsaw, Poland
E-mail addresses: l.wojtczak@nencki.gov.pl (L. Wojtczak),
k.zablocki@nencki.gov.pl (K. Zabłocki).Fig. 1. Title page and its back side of Short Reports of the ﬁrst European Bioenergetics Conference.
hen and where.
City Country
Urbino Italy
Lyon France
Hannover Germany
Prague Czechoslovakia
Aberystwyth UK
Nordwijkerhout The Netherlands
Helsinki Finland
Valencia Spain
Louvain-la-Neuve Belgium
Gothenburg Sweden
Brighton UK
Arcachon France
Pisa Italy
Moscow Russia
Dublin Ireland
Warsaw Poland
